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FOREWORD

By Kieth Merrill

Before I confess that Prophecies and Promises provoked a personal
“paradigm shift” about Book of Mormon geography, I should
thank Steve Covey for making the notion of changing our “mental
maps” a proactive idea. What I have so easily accepted, embraced
and believed about a Central American setting for the Book of
Mormon—my Mesoamerica paradigm—has shifted.

Before Prophecies and Promises, I did not profess to know
where the events described in the Book of Mormon took place. I
still don’t know. What I do know is that the Book of Mormon is an
authentic ancient record. What I do know is that the characters
identified were living, breathing human beings. What I do know is
that their world was in an actual place. Prophecies and Promises is a
wonderful exploration of what if. I find it fascinating, enlightening
and even persuasive in a very positive way.

What I know for sure about the Book of Mormon does not
come from architectural remnants, internal references to geography,
hypothetical maps or the myriad scholarly efforts in quest for
evidence of place. I know the book is authentic through spiritual
conviction. That is a process understood only by those who have
experienced it. My clear conviction about what it is does not include
any sure knowledge of where it all took place.

That said, I must confess, looking north instead of south has
reignited my fascination, added to my testimony and allowed me to
“see” the players and places in a whole new and exciting way. If
you'll excuse a lowbrow metaphor of popular culture, rereading the
Book of Mormon with my new mental map is like watching a
favorite and familiar movie remade in a different time and place.
As the movie in my mind unwinds, I find it a magnificent new epic
of unexpected proportion.
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It has been eleven years since President Hinckley asked me
to create a motion picture for the Joseph Smith Memorial Theater
that presented our belief in Jesus Christ. The film was to replace
Legacy, the first of the motion pictures I wrote, produced and
directed for the theater and the film that gave the theater its name.

I met with the First Presidency in the room once used as the
office of President Heber J. Grant. As always, President Hinckley
went right to the heart of our purpose. “We are here to discuss a
replacement film for Legacy.” He said the time had come to create a
new motion picture about the Savior. The First Presidency wanted
every visitor to Temple Square, members, nonmembers, Christians
and non-Christians, to understand that Latter-day Saints believe in
Jesus Christ. He emphasized the importance of the film. He
admonished that the portrayal of the Savior be of singular
importance and then he added, “We wish to portray him from the
perspective of the Book of Mormon.”

The biggest challenge for me was to avoid being paralyzed
by the importance of the project and the gravity of the
responsibility. The prophet’s charge plunged me into the domain of
Book of Mormon scholarship; people and places, players and
geography. If the film was to portray the Savior from the
perspective of the Book of Mormon we had to choose a setting for
Book of Mormon lands. The overwhelming favorite at the time, of
course, was ancient Central America.

The year I graduated from BYU I played tennis with noted
Book of Mormon archaeologist, Tom Ferguson. In later years I
would be in business with his son. I was a good friend of Paul
Chessman, who focused much of his life in search of Zarahemla. I
roamed the jungles of the Yucatan and imagined Lamanites and
Nephites in cities I supposed must have looked something like the
stone cities abandoned—five centuries too late. I gave casual
thought to “where” it might have taken place but it was never an
issue of driving importance. Like other readers of those Books of
Mormon, illustrated by Arnold Friberg, it was his cast of characters
I imagined. It was the ancient world of his creation that I saw.
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[And [, like every other Elder in the Church, wished I looked like
Friberg’s Stripling Warriors.]

In writing the script for Testaments, assembling the team
and envisioning the film requested by President Hinckley, there
was only one very brief discussion at any level about “where” the
events took place. Tll share that in a moment. The magnificent
books by John Sorenson, Dr. Joseph Allen and others—all of them
persuasively arguing in favor of a Mesoamerica setting— became
my standard works. Within ten days of the First Presidency edict, I
was tromping the jungles of the Yucatan, scouting locations in and
around Palenque, the Mayan City State in southern Mexico that
flourished in the seventh century. Having been there several times, I
could easily envision the remnants of the Mayans as a fitting
backdrop to the movie sets to be constructed. I carried pictures of
those ruins when I was a missionary in Denmark and driven by
more zeal than knowledge, declared them as “evidence.” I am not
alone.

I returned to Salt Lake and reported my plan to President
Faust. I have never forgotten what happened. A clear recollection
of that moment rushed up from memory the first time I saw
Meldrum’s DVD, the first time I attended Porter’s presentation and
once again as I read Prophecies and Promises.

President Faust shook his head. His face softened into one
of his inimitable smiles. He put a hand on each of my shoulders,
looked me in the eye and said, “Kieth, Kieth, Kieth.” He always
addressed me that way when I was too zealous, excessively stressed
or forgetting the principal of counselors. “We don’t want you to
include any existing or recognizable landmarks in the film,” He said
and in essence explained that to do so would be like saying “this is
where it happened.” Then he said, “We do not know where it all
took place.”

The authors of this work begin their engaging book with a
clear affirmation of what I heard a member of the First Presidency
say to me in person.
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“The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has made
no official statement on the geography of the Book of Mormon.
Therefore, every theory proposed for a geographical setting for the
events described in that book is exactly that, theory.”

In making Testaments, 1 was influenced by the most
popular, prevailing theory. The film was made on the island of
Kauai. The city of Zarahemla was the largest set ever built in the
state of Hawaii. The production designers used their imaginations,
my vast collection of books by Sorensen, Allen and others, the
abundant collection of art from the talented LDS community of
artists, my own sketches and the jungle setting of the islands to re-
create the world of the Book of Mormon. Every choice supported
the prevailing theory. As a result, the setting of the movie implies a
Mesoamerica setting in every way—jungles, pyramids, a curious
and creative mix of remnant cultures that included Mayan, Aztec,
Olmec and Toltec.

Movies demand making decisions about time and space.
They demand choosing or creating a world in which the drama
plays out. The world of Testaments was clearly influenced by the
prevailing theories, popular opinion and the remnants of Mayan
monuments that post-dated the final days of the Book of Mormon,
some by as much as 500 years.

I'm not sure why I was honored by an invitation to write a
foreword to this important work. Probably because of the many
among us who have some sort of vested interest in keeping the Book
of Mormon lands in Guatemala, I am perceived as one who jumped
ship early and swam north. When I sent an e-mail to the authors
and scolded them for writing their book ten years too late, they
must have figured that in me they had an open-minded friend... and
they do. Life is filled with woulda, coulda and shoulda, but I do
wish I had had cause to evaluate the Hopewell culture, consider the
North American perspective, examine an alternative theory and
explore the exciting “evidences” herein proposed.
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Having made the biggest film the church has ever produced
and being—I'm afraid to confess—singularly responsible for the
choice to set the Book of Mormon segments of that movie in a
Mesoamerica setting, one might imagine my “vested interest”
would prompt me to preserve the status quo. One might ask, “Why
rock the boat or get excited about the buffalo?”

There are three reasons why I actually feel compelled to rock
the boat of “prevailing orthodoxy:” First, no one knows for certain
where the events of the Book of Mormon took place. President
Faust doesn’t know (or if he did he promised not to tell). I don’t
claim to know and the authors of this book don’t claim to know.
Second, this book took me back to Primary where I could hear the
soft-spoken voice of Sister Hess asking, “What would Jesus do?”
The writers have caused me to ask, “What would Jesus say?” Which
has caused me to wonder, “what did Jesus say about the lands of the
Book of Mormon?” Then third, as night follows day, comes the
question, “What did Joseph Smith know and what did he say?”

A reexamination of what Jesus said as he stood on this land
is remarkable in its clarity. What Joseph Smith said as he walked
across what he called the “Plains of the Nephites” is likewise
suddenly monumental. The words of Christ are scripture. The
words of Joseph Smith have been called by some “mistaken.”
Really?

When I was asked to rewrite the Oakland temple pageant in
1986, I reframed the script with a narration by Lucy Mack Smith,
mother of the prophet Joseph. 1 immersed myself in her
recollections. History of the prophet Joseph Smith by his mother is
arguably one of the most insightful and authentic accounts in our
vast library of other historical documents. I remember reading it for
the first time. A few of the things she said etched their way into my
memory.

“During our evening conversations, Joseph would
occasionally describe the ancient inhabitants of this continent, their
dress, mode of travelings, and the animals upon which they rode;

xiii



Prophecies and Promises - United States and The Book of Mormon

their cities, their buildings, with every particular; their mode of
warfare; and also their religious worship. This he would do with as
much ease, seemingly, as if he had spent his whole life among
them” (Lucy Mack Smith, History of Joseph Smith by his Mother).

From that day to this I have believed Joseph Smith knew
more than was ever recorded. I do not think he was mistaken and
that has opened my mind to all sorts of previously disregarded
possibilities.

Zealous as they have the right to be, Porter and Meldrum
take a steady, objective and straightforward approach to their
theory and supporting indications. It is void of pitching or
proselytizing. Conversely, I have been surprised by the vigor of the
criticisms thrown their way. There is nothing at stake here but the
exploration of new possibilities, enlightenment and a likely increase
in faith. Who knows, we might be on a path that may yet lead to
unexpected evidences for the “most correct of any book on earth.”

Read Prophecies and Promises. Open your mind to the
possibilities. Reread The Book of Mormon and see if you discover a
wondrous new movie of the mind unreeling in your imagination.
Enjoy those tempting, tantalizing thoughts—what if this was the
place it happened?

Kieth Merrill —Filmmaker
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PREFACE

he Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has made no

official statement on the geography of the Book of Mormon; that
is a well known fact. Therefore, every theory proposed for a
geographical setting for the events described in that book is exactly
that, theory. The authors of this work maintain that any intellectual
attempt to determine a physical geography must be founded first
within the text of the Book of Mormon and secondly from inspired
statements of its translator, the Prophet Joseph Smith. The purpose
of this study is to provide insight and information based primarily
upon those two criteria. In doing so, the authors acknowledge that
when using those two pillars as the basis, the resulting evidence
seems to point time and again to a more traditional geographical
setting for the Book of Mormon within the boundaries of a
particular nation state, even The United States of America.

Much of the information presented here has hitherto been
the subject of relatively unsympathetic review by an array of
scholars who maintain that geographically speaking the only correct
setting for the Book of Mormon lies in Mesoamerica. The authors of
this work acknowledge that the information set forth within these
pages does not necessarily harmonize with that view. However, in
publishing this work, the authors by no means seek to diminish or
impugn the monumental achievements and insights that have
emerged from the Mesoamerican Book of Mormon research. In fact,
to quote the Prophet Joseph Smith, “...in proving contraries the
truth is made manifest.”

All of the sciences must continue to pursue their respective
hypotheses to its logical conclusion, even when such study and
cultivation fails to yield the desired outcome. The documented
study is in itself a constructive advancement if for no other reason
than to prove that a certain path does not yield. Indeed, that is the
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time-tested nature of the scientific method. The annals of science are
littered with theories that were once deemed sine qua non. We stand
upon the shoulders of those who labored that we might be free to
pursue an alternate course.

This work is not written to “correct” any theory or organi-
zation in their conclusions on a Book of Mormon setting, but rather
seeks to expand the scope of research and to offer a more traditional
and prophetically harmonious setting for the historical text. The
content is not a response to critics, nor would it be practical to take
up time, space, or continuity for the sake of argument. The
information presented here is given for the purpose of informing
those who might be interested in exploring the possibility of a North
American setting for the Book of Mormon.

All words or portions of the text and quotes from other
sources, including scriptures that are italicized, should be
understood by the reader as “emphasis” applied solely by the
authors of this work. Scriptures quoted within a sentence or
paragraph will have the reference following the quote, as well as the
more extensive and indented scriptural passages. All sources other
than scriptures will be found as “End Notes” at the back of the
book.
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INTRODUCTION

his work focuses on the 36 prophecies and promises that have

been found through extensive research in the text of the Book of
Mormon. The study of these passages has lead to a re-evaluation of
the methods used to determine the strength of any theory or model
proposing a geographical setting for the Book of Mormon.
Discussion will center on the current research model that has been
used, and offer an alternative system that offers a fundamentally
more powerful solution to the challenge of establishing a
geographic model.

The proposed methodology presented in this book utilizes
four highly corroborative sources that assist in coming to an
understanding of the lands described in the Book of Mormon text.
These four sources are: 1) the prophetic evidence found in scrip-
tures; 2) the prophetic statements of the inspired translator, Joseph
Smith; 3) the physical evidences; and 4) the geographical passages.

This method will begin with the firm foundation of scrip-
ture and build from there as each source becomes a “witness” of the
others, each supporting and confirming the conclusions that are
reached. These “witnesses” are ranked in order of importance and
strength, or hierarchy. They may be narrowed down into two prim-
ary sources: the spiritual or prophetic evidences, and the physical
evidences.

The prophetic evidences include the Book of Mormon’s
prophecies and promises and the revealed statements of the
Prophet Joseph Smith. The Physical Evidences include scientific
evidence such as anthropological and archaeological records,
genetic or DNA evidences, along with the geographical indicators
within the text that must be reviewed and applied. Each of these
sources, used together, form the basis of the larger research model
used in this (and subsequent) book in the search for a prophetic,
historical and geographical setting for the Book of Mormon.
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The purpose of this book is to provide an overview of and
application for this new research model in the presentation of what
we call the “Heartland Model,” a newly proposed geographic name
and setting for the Book of Mormon. It is not intended to be an all-
encompassing work, but rather to establish a foundation for further
research on the subject. This work will confine itself to the Prophetic
or Spiritual Evidences of this methodology, while future publications
will seek to address in more detail the Physical Evidences of the four
sources outlined above.

The authors assert and maintain that key to any study of
Book of Mormon geography lies within the text itself. The
scriptures, which include the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine and
Covenants, the Pearl of Great Price, and the Bible, must be con-
sulted for references and information that might give insight into
the research. John L. Sorenson, an influential author of several
books on Book of Mormon geography addressed the importance of
the scriptural text by quoting Joseph Fielding Smith:

Anything that Church authorities—including Joseph
Smith—have said about ‘Book of Mormon geography’ is
irrelevant if it conflicts with what is in the Book of
Mormon itself. Joseph Fielding Smith soundly taught,
‘It makes no difference what is written or what anyone
has said, if what has been said is in conflict with what
the Lord has revealed, we can set it aside. My words,
and the teachings of any other member of the Church,
high or low, if they do not square with the revelations,
we need not accept them. Let us have this matter

clear.’

All scriptures, whether ancient or modern, must be used as
a filter in the search of truth to establish a foundation upon which
any and every model of Book of Mormon geography should be
based and tested. The use of the Prophetic and Physical Evidences
within all the standard works will influence our knowledge and
faith in the truthfulness and historic reality of the Book of Mormon.
Using this process will also help identify the “Promised Land” in a
way that is often neglected in the search to discover the lands of the
Book of Mormon.




Chapter One

BOOK OF MORMON
GEOGRAPHY

he search for a setting for the Book of Mormon has taken
Tcountless hours of exhaustive study and research. As unim-
portant as the geography of this scripture may be for individual
salvation, it continues to spark a lively interest for the student of the
Book of Mormon. There is something unsettling about not know-
ing, at least in general terms, where events described in scripture
have taken place.

The quest for Biblical archaeology has led to the verification
of many historical accounts found therein. Not that it should be
needed, but there is a natural desire in the hearts of many believers
to walk where Jesus walked or to stand on Mars Hill where Paul
taught. To stand on the Mount of Transfiguration or the Temple
Mount in Jerusalem can provide many with spiritual experience
and a mental picture that is not soon forgotten.

The popularity of known sites in Church history, such as
the birthplace of Joseph Smith, the Sacred Grove, the Grandin Press
where the first copies of The Book of Mormon were printed, and
other historical sites serve as a witness and testimony of this desire
to know and see these places. Even the LDS Church has spent
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untold millions erecting monuments, preserving land and buildings
that mark sacred events that combine to preserve and revive key
aspects of our historical heritage and modern scripture.

There is an emotional and sometimes a spiritual exhil-
aration that can be felt when standing in the Sacred Grove or on the
top of the Hill Cumorah contemplating the scriptural events that
happened there. For some reason a physical location will often
awaken a spiritual conviction of the reality of a recorded event, and
will cause the reality of these sacred events to come alive.

Because of these feelings, the search for a geographical
setting for the Book of Mormon will never end. Every researcher
and author applies his or her best judgment in the examination of
scripture and physical evidence. The goal is to connect the spiritual
witnesses (the prophets) and the physical witnesses (the secular
evidences) together in such a way that will identify a geographical
setting for this seminal book of scripture. This search then becomes
an informal, yet scientific quest of connecting evidence. The
association of a physical setting with recorded history becomes a
process of research and therefore requires a “system and method”
for answers that will have confirmable conclusions.

The Current Method

In any scientific research endeavor the need to evaluate the
effectiveness of the system or methodology being employed must
be addressed. The first questions to ask are: Is the current system
producing the desired results? And then: Are the results conclusive?
If the system is working, one should expect to see the same result,
each time a substantiated premise is repeated. This should continue
to hold true when exposed to all relevant evidence and witnesses.
Once these questions are answered, (regardless of the outcome) a
conscientious student would still ask if the system or method of
research could not be improved in any way. On the other hand, if
an adopted methodology is not producing desirable or consistent
results, the student must then of necessity ask if perhaps the entire
method or approach cannot be replaced with a better system?

4
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Because of the many maps and locations espoused in the
search for a Book of Mormon setting, a comprehensive evaluation of
the current methods should become a primary concern. Such an
evaluation may lead to a re-thinking of the methods and processes
being used to match geographical passages with physical land-
scapes. The purpose of this book is to do just that. This evaluation
will first, briefly assess the current method being used to determine
the placement of Book of Mormon events and the results of this
method, and second, suggest a new methodology using specific
hierarchical criteria to identify a location for the physical setting for
the Book of Mormon history.

The approach or methodology used to determine such a
setting for the Book of Mormon has been the frequent subject of
discussion by students of scripture. However, over the last few
years the majority of geographical theorists has reached a consensus
on how to begin the development of a map for Book of Mormon
geography. John L. Sorenson describes this consensus by stating
what “logically would seem to be one of the first steps in any
systematic investigation—to construct a map of the ‘land of
promise’ based solely on statements in that scripture.”?

The first step in this method is to extract from the Book of
Mormon those passages involving geographical references and
create or develop an “internal” or hypothetical map. Such maps
have been made by many able individuals, each map using the
many passages having to do with geography. As of the year 2009,
over 150 different hypothetical maps have been produced.

Geographical scriptures or passages are those verses that
give some specific information or relationship to a landmark, city,
or distance that might give a general idea of direction or location.
These geographical types of passages are usually found as a passing
reference for contextual clarity throughout the Book of Mormon.
Examples of such passages are found in Alma:

Now, the more idle part of the Lamanites lived in the
wilderness, and dwelt in tents; and they were spread
through the wilderness on the west, in the land of Nephi;
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yea, and also on the west of the land of Zarahemia, in
the borders by the seashore, and on the west in the land
of Nephi, in the place of their fathers' first inheritance,
and thus bordering along by the seashore.

And also there were many Lamanites on the east by the
seashore, whither the Nephites had driven them. And
thus the Nephites were nearly surrounded by the
Lamanites; nevertheless the Nephites had taken posses-
sion of all the northern parts of the land bordering on the
wilderness, at the head of the river Sidon, from the east
to the west, round about on the wilderness side; on the
north, even until they came to the land which they called
Bountiful.

Alma 22:28-29

The use of geographical references as a primary or first
source would imply that the system and process being used is an
overlay method. This system would use the geographical passages
to draw a hypothetical map that could then “overlay” existing
geographical features, landscapes and shorelines in the hope of
finding a match. This hypothetical map, however, can only be
constructed through private interpretation of the geographical texts,
which often conflicts with other proposed theories, maps and even
other scriptural passages. There simply are no (as in not one)
geographical passages in the Book of Mormon that can be
considered so perfectly clear and unambiguous as to leave no doubt
regarding its identification with an actual known physical location.

One of the more popular efforts to establish a hypothetical
map was accomplished by John L. Sorenson and called by him
Mormon’s Map.> This small book offers the reader several guide-
lines, established by Sorenson, as well as assumptions used in
analyzing his proposed geography for the Book of Mormon.

While most of these internal maps have some basic
elements in common, like a “narrow neck of land,” they are often
highly inconsistent with each other in their conclusions. This
difference exists because each author takes a particular scripture or
passage and then applies his or her own interpretation or under-
standing. This personal interpretation is not unlike the fable of the
blind men and the elephant. Each party has a fractional part of a
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larger picture but no one has view of the whole beast. Reading into
the text private musings about archeology, geography or culture,
interpreting the wording of various passages in differing ways, and
a host of other challenges often plagues the researcher. In addition,
group-think, consensus views, conventional wisdom and undue
trust in the “arm of flesh” frequently serves to thwart rather than
aid in the search for truth.

John L. Sorenson noted in particular the difficulties both he
and others encountered while undertaking the task of using scrip-
ture to determine a setting for the Book of Mormon.

Of course it is [a] truism that studies of an ancient text
should begin with the text itself. Yet most studies in
fact neither begin nor end so . . . My own book [from
1955] cites Book of Mormon verses over 960 times. But
even so many citations does not mean the text is
"speaking for itself." For who can doubt that I chose
those verses and the interpretations I provided for
them while omitting others. Other people too have
chosen their verses and their interpretations. We
cannot get far if mere opinion determines which set of
verses we rely on, whether it is 1000 or 10.

We need instead to use the entire scripture, without
exception. Selectivity should be avoided like the pla-
gue. We must understand, interpret and deal success-
fully with every statement in the text, not just what is
convenient or interesting to us. That can only be done,
I believe, by doing our level best to approach the words
of the Book of Mormon having to do with geography
without preconceptions. I admit that my own (1955)
model was tainted by preconceptions. So has every-
body else's been.?

Dr. Sorenson correctly concludes in the statement above
that the researcher should “use the entire scripture without exception”
and review “every statement in the text.” However, he then limits
those passages to just those “having to do with geography,” a deter-
mination that can only be based on a personal decision and a
personal interest, by any researcher in the discovery of a setting for
the Book of Mormon.
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Every researcher has their own individual set of “filters”
through which they view things. These filters restrict the ability to
see and process new information and analyze new concepts. The
filters, whatever they might be, tend to prejudice the thinking and
interpretation of everything encountered, including passages of
scripture. This may explain why investigators reading the same
geographical passages have differing conclusions for their proposed
geographies. Using this method, proposed Book of Mormon
theories have ranged from North to South America, from Granada
across an entire ocean to find a home on the Malay Peninsula of
Southeast Asia. They have ranged in extent from the entire western
hemisphere to a geography encompassing a restricted distance of
less than two hundred miles. Each investigator applied the same
method of using Book of Mormon geographic passages, and each
came to a completely different conclusion.

John L. Sorenson stated above that we need “to use the
entire scripture, without exception.” This advice should not be
selective to just geographical passages, but should extend to the
prophetic passages also contained in “the entire scripture, without
exception” and without limitation. There needs to be a system or
methodology, with intrinsic value and authority added to the
current system, to qualify the conclusions reached for a setting of
the Book of Mormon.

Even after many attempts, still there exists no unanimous
internal map, and no definitive positions. There is not even a clear
general location or map upon which research might be based. Why
not?

An Ejfective System?

The method of using the geographical passages from the
Book of Mormon as a primary source to create a hypothetical map
has resulted in multiple theories and conflicting interpretations.
The geographical passages lack enough clear information to make a
determination, or the method of using these selected passages must
be viewed as having severe shortcomings or even insurmountable

8



Chapter 1 - Book of Mormon Geography

flaws.  If the Book of Mormon had sufficient geographic
information to positively produce a cohesive internal map, why
would there exist so many different geographies? It should be
apparent that the geographical sources in the Book of Mormon, by
themselves, are incomplete, and non-conclusive to come to any clear
understanding without having additional information to support a
final conclusion.

Because these passages are incomplete, many researchers
try to add strength and support to their conclusion and interpret-
tation of a geographical passage by external data such as archae-
ological remains, stories and traditions. In the search for truth, the
supporting evidence should become just that, supporting, and a
second witness to the strongest evidence. The strongest evidence
should be able to stand-alone. It is without question that the geo-
graphical passages cannot stand alone as conclusive evidence for
geographical determination for a setting for the Book of Mormon.

The explanation for the failure of this system could lie in the
fact that the Book of Mormon was never intended to be a geograph-
ical primer, but rather a spiritual and prophetic record. This
problem was recognized as far back as 1890 when George Q
Cannon a member of the First Presidency wrote the following in the
Juvenile Instructor.

. .the brethren who lecture on the lands of the
Nephites or the geography of the Book of Mormon are
not united in their conclusions. No two of them, so far
as we have learned, are agreed on all points, and in
many cases the variations amount to tens of thousands
of miles. . . How is it that there is such a variety of
ideas on this subject? Simply because the Book of
Mormon is not a geographical primer. It was not
written to teach geographical truths. What is told us of
the situation of the various lands or cities of the ancient
Jaredites, Nephites and Lamanites is usually simply an
incidental remark connected with the doctrinal or
historical portions of the work; and almost invariably
only extends to a statement of the relative position of
some land or city to contiguous or surrounding places,
and nowhere gives us the exact situation or boundaries
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so that it can be definitely located without fear of
error.

The text of the Book of Mormon itself testifies of the fact
that it cannot contain all the temporal [physical] elements and evi-
dence as a “hundredth part of the proceedings of this people, can-
not be contained in this work” (Helaman 3:14). Therefore, the
sacred space on the plates was reserved for the more important
prophecies and promises. Nephi records that he “received a com-
mandment that the ministry and the prophecies, the more plain and
precious parts of them, should be written upon these plates” for the
purpose of “the instruction of my people, who should possess the land” (1
Nephi 19:3).

An important statement in this scripture is that the record is
made for “the instruction of my people, who should possess the
land.” There is a connection between the record, the people and the
Promised Land. The Book of Mormon teaches the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and contains specific instructions for a specific people on a
specific land. And that record, like the Bible, becomes a witness of
Jesus Christ and His gospel.

Because of the limited space on the plates, the prophetic
authors were inspired to include the more spiritual teachings of
“prophecies” and “instruction” that would be pertinent to our day,
rather than the historical, geographical, or physical accounts. The
absence of conclusive geographical evidence is a first order problem
in the search for a geographical setting. If there is not enough clear
and concise physical information in the record, how could any solid
conclusion be reached? It would appear that any method using
only “passages having to do with geography” as the first or primary
witness is going to end up falling short of any definite conclusions,
being fundamentally flawed.

The Book of Mormon was specifically written and compiled
by the ancient prophets to be brought forth in the latter-days, and
was “Written by way of commandment, and also by the spirit of prophecy
and of revelation” (Title Page, Book of Mormon). The Prophet
Mormon adds that the plates “contain these prophesyings and
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revelation,” (Words of Mormon 1:5 — 7) that “they might come again
unto the remnant of the house of Jacob, according to the prophecies and the
promises of the Lord.” (4 Nephi 49) The Book of Mormon is a
comprehensive record of the gospel of Jesus Christ and the
“prophecies and the promises” to and for those who are led by the
“hand of the Lord” to the land of promise. It was not written nor
intended as a geographical text.

After decades of attempts to produce a comprehensive
geography, it is clear that the current method has failed to produce
the desired results. This failure does not imply that the
geographical texts or passages are in and of themselves flawed, but
simply incomplete for the determination of a geographical location.
This has led to a methodology that is ineffective. Still there are
many important geographical relationships that can and should be
established through the use of these passages that might pertain to
directions and distances.

The reason for the failure of this accepted methodology is a
neglect to first identify and establish a source that would be more
reliable than the geographical passages. A comprehensive system
should be founded on more than one approach or set of parameters.
Rather than relying on these unclear and inconclusive passages,
researchers should seek to establish multiple and faithful witnesses
that provide keener insights. These witnesses must then be
arranged in an order to establish a hierarchy of strength.

Research in any discipline or court of law should begin with
the strongest or the “primary” and most reliable witnesses avail-
able, to be followed by “supporting” witnesses that provide
testimony that will strengthen the primary evidence. Because these
geographical passages are so incomplete and non-conclusive it
would logically imply that it is upon archaeological evidences that
most theorists must rely to establish a scriptural setting.

The main question then becomes one of fact or theory. Can
archaeological evidence sustain a geography that is not clearly
defined in scripture? Or are the interpretations of the geographical
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scriptures made to support the archaeological findings? Which is
the primary evidence, the geographical passage in the text or the
archaeological evidence on the ground? Occasionally primary
evidence is ignored for the sake of supporting a theory and the
reverse is also true. Using the geographical passages first as a
method of discovery has produced over 150 maps for a Book of
Mormon setting. An effective method of discovery should tend to
limit the number of possible solutions to a problem, not encourage
more of them, yet this is what has happened by using the current
method. The questions that must be asked in all research and theory
are: What are the primary witnesses that are foundational and
cannot be ignored? And finally, what are the secondary witnesses
that support the primary evidence and testimony?

12



Chapter Two

THE LAW OF WITNESSES

solid foundation in any research requires more than a single

witness. The substantiation of any discovery of science, or
even a decision or judgment in a court of law requires multiple
testimonies. The gospel and the scriptures declare that “in the
mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established”
(D&C 6:28). Multiple witnesses give a firmer foundation for the
presentation of any proposed theory, or premise. The truthfulness
of the claim that the Book of Mormon was written on gold plates
was established through the testimony of multiple witnesses, as
recorded in scripture and church history. The Lord gives counsel
and prophecy through Nephi about the Law of Witnesses, declaring
that He will “bring forth the words of the book; and in the mouth of as
many witnesses as seemeth him good.” (2 Nephi 27:14).

Likewise, any discussion of Book of Mormon geography
must also include multiple witnesses. These witnesses should fall
into the categories of both internal and external testimonies. By the
testimony of multiple witnesses the truths and falsehoods of a given
theory become apparent, independently and without a biased com-
mentary. When these testimonies agree, there is verifiable strength

13
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in the conclusions that might be reached. When multiple witnesses
do not agree, then a reevaluation of: 1) the conclusion, 2) the theory
and 3) the methods used must come under scrutiny, and possibly at
the expense of all three. Multiple witnesses, internal (from the text)
and external (from other sources), should be used in the
development of any theory about the geography of the Book of
Mormon.

A New Standard

The fact that the geographical passages contained in the
Book of Mormon are incomplete and inconclusive establishes the
need to reconsider the methods that have been used in the past.
The current system of using the geographical passages as a primary
or first witness has not limited the number of proposed
geographies, but rather has increased the number of possibilities.
Therefore, it would seem that the system might be improved upon,
or a new method proposed.

A hierarchy of authoritative witnesses must be established
to qualify and narrow the choices of acceptable geographical
settings for the Book of Mormon. This proposed “hierarchy” of
multiple witnesses is listed below, beginning with the most
important, the most clear and concise witnesses in the identification
of the “Promised Land” to which Lehi and his family were led, and
upon which the entire Book of Mormon history took place.

Identify:

1. Book of Mormon prophecies and promises testified of in
relation to the Promised Land and the people associated
with it.

2. Inspired and revealed statements of the Prophet Joseph
Smith on geography

3. Physical “real world” evidence, such as correlating
civilizations in the correct time frame, archaeological
findings as described within the text, cultural lifestyles,
genetic relationships and linguistic ties.
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4. Geographical indicators or passages contained within the
Book of Mormon.

The combined agreement of each of these four witnesses
should generate a possible location for the Book of Mormon that
could be easily verified. Every theory should be tried against the
authority of these faithful witnesses, rather than relying on a single
type of scripture such as the geographical passages alone. These
witnesses should be viewed in an order of credibility and strength
to qualify as a viable source to determine a setting for the
“Promised Land” described in the Book of Mormon.

There are two types of witnesses in the four that are listed;
the spiritual and the physical. The first are of a spiritual and
prophetic nature, and therefore more sure. This first type of spiri-
tual witnesses includes the prophecies and promises within the text
of the Book of Mormon about the land of promise written by inspi-
red prophets. This prophetic witness should also include the words
of the inspired translator of the text, the Prophet Joseph Smith. The
second type of witnesses consist of the more temporal or physical
evidences that cannot be as sure as the inspired witnesses. These
physical or scientific witnesses would include archeology, genetics,
geography, and other physical markers or indicators that would
become secondary witnesses to the more spiritual indicators in the
scriptures and statements by the Prophet Joseph Smith.

The secondary physical evidences such as archeological
remains and inconclusive geographical “overlays” are often used
first and foremost for the identification of possible sites while
neglecting the prophetic sources. For many years the archaeological
ruins of Central America have been espoused as physical proof of
the Book of Mormon. This is often the case as many well-meaning
defenders of the faith are looking for the “gold plate” evidence. This
means that some type of physical or archaeological “match” is
earnestly sought with the hope that it will provide clear evidence of
the record’s truth. In some cases, it is hoped that the archaeological
evidence will help verify the proposed geographical theory.
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The order or hierarchy of witnesses to be used are not the
author’s arbitrary selection but are rather determined by the Book of
Mormon itself. The Lord, through the Prophet Moroni has revealed
in the first paragraph of the Title Page of the Book of Mormon:

Wherefore, it is an abridgment of the record of the
people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites—Written to
the Lamanites, who are a remnant of the house of Israel;
and also Jew and Gentile-Written by way of comman-
dment, and also by the spirit of prophecy and of
revelation—Written and sealed up, and hid up unto the
Lord, that they might not be destroyed-To come forth by
the gift and power of God unto the interpretation thereof-
Sealed by the hand of Moroni, and hid up by way of the
Gentile—The interpretation thereof by the gift of God.
BoM:Title Page

This first paragraph reveals:

To whom it was written:
“The Lamanites, who are a remnant of the
House of Israel”
“To Jew and Gentile”
How it was written:
“By way of commandment”
“By the spirit of prophecy and of revelation”
How it was preserved:
“Sealed up”
“Hid up unto the Lord”
How revealed:
“Come forth by the gift and power of God unto the
interpretation”
“By way of the Gentile”

The second paragraph teaches what the Book of Mormon is
and the purpose the record was written, preserved and revealed.

An abridgment taken from the Book of Ether also, which
is a record of the people of Jared, who were scattered at
the time the Lord confounded the language of the
people, when they were building a tower to get to
heaven—Which is to show unto the remnant of the House
of Israel what great things the Lord hath done for their
fathers, and that they may know the covenants of the
Lord, that they are not cast off forever-And also, to the
convincing of the Jew and Gentile that JESUS is the
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CHRIST, the ETERNAL GOD, manifesting himself unto all
nations-And now, if there are faults they are the
mistakes of men; wherefore, condemn not the things of
God, that ye may be found spotless at the judgment seat
of Christ.

The Purpose of the Book of Mormon:

1. “To show unto the remnant of the House of Israel what great

things the Lord hath done for their fathers”

“That they may know the covenants of the Lord”

“That they are not cast off forever”

4. “To the convincing of the Jew and Gentile that JESUS is the
CHRIST”

5. “Manifesting himself unto all nations”

w N

The Title Page sets the primary standard for the witnesses
to be used in the research for a geographical setting for the Book of
Mormon. These primary sources are first to be found within the
actual textual passages. The Title Page states that it was written to
the Lamanite “remnant” and to “Jew and Gentile” which are major
themes discussed in the record. This would imply that the proph-
ecies and promises within the text have been chosen, revealed and
recorded by divine will and shall all be fulfilled. Therefore, these
prophecies about “remnant” and “Gentiles” upon this land become
a primary witness and testimony that should supersede any geogra-
phical passage in the search for a setting for the Promised Land.

These prophecies and promises about the remnant and
Gentiles upon this land should be coupled with the purpose of the
Book of Mormon found in the second paragraph.

e First: The Past — It is a History, to show “what great things
the Lord had done for their fathers.”

e Second: The Present — The prophetic promises or covenants
that the “fathers” have received and how they relate to those
to whom it was written.
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o Third: The Future — That the remnant and Gentiles may
know that there are prophecies and promises that pertain to
them, and that they are not cast off forever.

e Fourth: This record contains the fullness of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and is to be used for the work of the ministry.

e Fifth: That Christ will manifest himself unto all nations,
indicating that Christian concepts, doctrines, traditions,
symbols and myths should be found among “all nations.”

Nephi, upon landing in the New World writes, “after we had
sailed for the space of many days we did arrive at the promised land; and
we went forth upon the land, and did pitch our tents; and we did call it the
promised land” (1 Nephi 18:23). The “promised land” motif is
intimately connected with each of the five purposes listed above.
This connection is apparent throughout the Book of Mormon as the
“land of promise” theme and the prophecies and promises about
this land are found from the beginning to the end of the record.
These prophecies and promises are about: (a) the people who were
led to this land of promise, their righteousness and wickedness,
which led to prosperity or destruction; (b) the fullness of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ that was taught and will be taught upon the land of
promise; and (c) the prophecies and promises recorded therein
specifically about the land of promise and those who lived upon it
and those who will in a time to come.

The scriptural text begins with the promise of families being
led to a land choice above all other lands (i.e., the Promised Land)
and the prophecies and promises about this land become a major
theme throughout the text. The Book of Mormon authors conclude
with a review of these prophecies and promises and issue a warning
to the “Gentile nation” that will inhabit and inherit the same land.
The Book of Mormon is a record for the “remnant” and for the
“Gentiles” that will be upon this land of promise in the latter days.
Therefore, the prophetic sources — the Prophet Joseph Smith and the
Book of Mormon itself — should become the first witnesses to be
studied to determine a geographical setting for the prophetic place
and location of fulfillment.
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Chapter Three

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE
STANDARD WORKS

he Standard Works of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints consist of the Bible, the Book of Mormon, the Doctrine
and Covenants, and the Pearl of Great Price. These four canonized
volumes comprise “scripture” and set the standards of truth and
doctrine, to which even latter-day Prophets are accountable. The
Prophet Joseph Smith declared to “all Saints . . . that you do not
betray the revelations of God, whether in the Bible, Book of
Mormon, or Doctrine and Covenants, or any other that ever was or

ever will be given and revealed unto man . ..”°

Referenced by John L. Sorenson are the statements of
Joseph Fielding Smith about the importance of the scriptures.

It makes no difference what is written or what anyone
has said, if what has been said is in conflict with what
the Lord has revealed, we can set it aside. My words,
and the teachings of any other member of the Church,
high or low, if they do not square with the revelations,
we need not accept them. Let us have this matter

clear.
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President Harold B. Lee warns that if anyone teaches a
“doctrine that can't be substantiated from the standard church
works . . . then you may know by that same token that such a
teacher is but expressing his own opinion.”® He continues to
explain that if a doctrine contained within the scriptures is to be
changed or understood differently, that it is only “the President of
the Church, who alone has the right to declare new doctrine.”?
President Lee again explains the importance of the Standard Works:

I don't care what his position is, if he writes something
or speaks something that goes beyond anything that
you can find in the standard church works, unless that
one be the prophet, seer, and revelator—please note
that one exception—you may immediately say, "Well,
that is his own idea." And if he says something that
contradicts what is found in the standard church
works, you may know by that same token that it is
fallsoe, regardless of the position of the man who says
it.

The statements above inform and teach that the scriptures
become the Standard of truth and doctrine for all in the Church.
Every individual, general authority, and even the Prophet and
President of the Church, are held responsible and accountable to
this standard we call the scriptures. The President and Prophet
“alone,” not apostle or any other individual, has the authority to
change scripture or declare new doctrine.

There exists in the church three degrees of public
statements on accepted doctrine. They are:

e Revelation. This is scripture to which all leaders, even the
Prophet must adhere.

e Declaration. This is the change of a doctrine or scripture, or
the declaration of new revelation. The “Declaration” can
only be done by the Prophet and President of the Church.
An official Declaration begins by the sustaining of the
Prophet as President of the Church and a Prophet, Seer and
Revelator, and the reading of the new doctrine, or revelation,
and the acceptance of this doctrine as the word and will of
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the Lord by common consent. These Declarations are then
considered canonized and added to our Standard Works.

e Proclamation. A Proclamation is an official statement of
church policy and accepted doctrine on a given subject or
current issue based on existing revelations and scriptures. It
is not a change of scripture or declaration of new doctrine, it
defines the belief and doctrine of the church on the subjects
addressed within the proclamation.

The scriptures themselves are the best commentary on the
scriptures and any search for truth must include the witness of the
words within the “standards” that are written by the spirit of
prophecy and revelation. A textual study of Book of Mormon
geography should include an unbiased review of all passages that
might pertain to this subject. Scriptural research must be done
without trying to redefine the words and statements in the
scriptures for the purpose of any personal agenda. The Standard
Works are the standards of truth and, therefore, supersede any and
every personal or hypothetical interpretation.

The Book of Mormon

The Book of Mormon, written by “way of commandment
and also by the spirit of prophecy and revelation,” is one of the four
Standard Works of the Church. This book, Joseph Smith declares, is
“the most correct book on the earth” and he continues by stating
that a “man will get nearer to God by abiding by its precepts than
any other book.”" Experience teaches that the test of value within
any type of literature is always internal rather than external; the
place where a book is written or the character of the author does not
diminish the value of the content. The test of value of the written
word is always internal rather than external. Likewise truth is to be
found in the pages that are written by prophecy and revelation,
rather than in the external evidences.

The geographical search of Book of Mormon lands must
begin within the text, an internal search, rather than external. To
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begin this search based on geographical features of a physical
landscape that can only be determined by hypothetical conjecture is
not a sound procedure. The many maps of scriptural lands begin
their search or base their theories by presenting as external proofs, a
real or imagined landscape and map with a “narrow neck of land.”
The Book of Mormon is an ancient record set in a real place in real
time and real space as the text declares. It is a “tour de force,” it is a
real history, and was written by prophets of God that were inspired
to include those words, doctrines, and concepts to restore those
plain and precious truths for the remnant of Joseph.

A study of the prophecies and promises within the text of
the Book of Mormon for which the record was preserved is the most
solid foundation to begin a search for the geographical evidence of a
setting for this sacred volume. The statements in the passages of
scripture more than just hint at a geographical location for the
events of the Book of Mormon, they actually define it, as will be
seen later. As these scriptures are examined it must be remembered
that these passages are inspired, they are the words the Lord would
want us to read and understand. Some may believe that the book
does not contain the information necessary to determine its setting
and therefore an understanding of the text of necessity requires the
theories, hypothetical maps and interpretations by highly educated,
learned and wise men, rather than giving proper heed to the text
itself, or the translator.

A Hebrew Text

The Book of Mormon is generally considered to be written
originally in “reformed Egyptian” and founded in a Hebrew or
Semitic based language and/or grammar. Because of this premise
there have been a number of popular articles and even books
written on “Hebraisms” in the Book of Mormon. John A. Tvedtnes
writes:

Though the Book of Mormon expressly states that it is
written in the "language of the Egyptians," (1 Ne. 1:2),
nevertheless, it quite clearly reflects a number of
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Hebrew idioms and contains numerous Hebrew words.
This is no doubt due to the fact that the Nephites
retained the Hebrew language, albeit in an altered
form (See Mormon 9:35). Moreover, it is not impossible
that the plates themselves contained Hebrew words,

idioms, and syntax written in Egyptian cursive script

These “Hebraisms” run from single words to complete
phrases that are mostly found in ancient Semitic writings. The
study of Hebrew words and grammar in the Book of Mormon is
often used in an apologetic way to substantiate this scripture as an
ancient text of Semitic origins. This type of study would then verify
that the Book of Mormon, though inspired by prophecy and
revelation, could only have been written by a Hebrew or Semitic
language-based people in an ancient setting. John Welch, founder
of FARMS writes that “If chiasmus can be convincingly identified in
the Book of Mormon, then specific Hebraisms will testify of its
origin, because there existed no chance that Joseph Smith could
have learned of this style through academic channels.” 3

A Controlled Translation

These “Hebraisms” in the Book of Mormon are considered
so controlled that it becomes apparent that the text itself could only
come by the power of God. Royal Skousen, an LDS scholar, writes
about this control as proof of the divine nature of the text:

In fact, the occurrence of non-English Hebraisms such
as the if-and construction strongly suggests that the
text was tightly controlled, down to the level of the
word at least. And the spelling of names such as
Coriantumr suggests that control could be imposed
down to the very letter.

All of this evidence (from the original manuscript,
witnesses' statements, and from the text itself) is thus
consistent with the hypothesis that Joseph Smith could
actually see (whether in the interpreters themselves or
in his mind's eye) the translated English text—word for
word and letter for letter—and that he read off this
revealed text to his scribe. . . the evidence suggests
that Joseph Smith was not the author of the Book of
Mormon, not even its English language translation,
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although it was revealed spiritually through him and in
his own language.

This quote observes that because the text was inspired and
translated by the power of God, the “text was tightly controlled
down to the level of the word at least” and is proof that Joseph
Smith “was not the author.” As was written in 1840 by M. L. Davis
who, quoting Joseph Smith, stated that the translation of the Book of
Mormon was “direct from heaven” and that Joseph “penned it as
dictated by God.”'5 This being the case, the words used within the
text scripture are not Joseph’s, but the Lord’s choice of words and
the Lord’s translation for us. Therefore; a study of “textual
geography” (the theoretical determination of geography by
scriptures) should also look at the language and grammatical
context, especially of the words of direction and specificity. In other
words, the “demonstratives” that gives “definiteness,” “direction”
and “distance” within the text.

It is the responsibility of the author to make his message
clear so that it requires the least amount of personal interpretation
to come to an understanding. The Lord through the Prophet Joseph
has used words and phrases that are simple and easy to
understand; as Nephi declares, his “soul delighteth in plainness” (2
Nephi 25:4). These words and phrases are not meant to cloud
understanding or cause division but provide clarity within the text.
Contention most often arises because of private interpretation
rather than relying on the clear and simple meaning. The Lord has
discussed this problem as many “do err, for they do wrest the
scriptures and do not understand them” (Doctrine and Covenants
10:63), sometimes for the sake of personal or popular interpretation.

The Demonstrative “THIS”

There exists in the Hebrew language words that are called
demonstratives. In viewing statements in the Book of Mormon, these
demonstratives become very important to the study of Book of
Mormon geography as these words give direction, proximity, and
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answer the question “which” by directly pointing to a noun or
pronoun. This same grammatical concept also exists in the English
language and should be understood within the same context.

Hebrew like English, and many other languages, uses the
demonstratives to directly point at and indicate something, to
answer the question of which? The answer of “which” will fall into
two main classifications:

e number, meaning singular or plural, and
e proximity, indicating near or remote.

The Hebrew language would also divide the words used
into masculine and feminine, which does not necessarily transfer
into English usage. Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar states that “the
singular Demonstrative pronoun always points out a person or
thing that is present.” 16

The Demonstratives are:

Singular Plural
Near This These
Remote That Those

A simple way of understanding the demonstrative singular
is a straightforward cliché: “this” is where I am at, and “that” is
where I'm not. Another example might be: “This” dog (pointing to
which dog) is near me, and “that” dog (pointing to which dog) is not
near. Generally speaking, when object equals are discussed, the
singular and plural are related in an odd sort of way. “This” may be
part of “These” (and will be mentioned as such when it is); however
“These” are not part of “This.” For an equal example: “This” apple
is mine among all “these” apples. However, it cannot be the
reverse, as in: “all these apples are part of this apple.” Conversely,
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non-equals are different; therefore “these seeds may be in this
apple.”

The important concept to understand is that: the meaning of
the demonstrative “this” is singular (among the plural)—definite
(within the group)—specific (among many) and always in the
proximity of the speaker; it also must be infimate in the knowledge and
understanding of the speaker and listener for the word “this” to
answer the question of which. The word “that” is singular, definite
and specific, but it is remote in difference or distance in respect to the
speaker. When equals are discussed and the singular and the plural
are used together, the singular is always: more definite, more
specific and closer in proximity to the speaker. The use of the
demonstrative “this” demands that the speaker and the listener both
have an intimate knowledge of the specific object of discussion or
“this” could not be understood by the listener.

There are in the Book of Mormon a few verses that give an
interesting example of the singular demonstratives discussing the
record of the Book of Mormon “this” [which you have] and the
Bible or “that” [which you don’t have]. The separation seen below
is the difference of distance in time and space.

Therefore repent, and be baptized in the name of Jesus,
and lay hold upon the gospel of Christ, which shall be set
before you, not only in this record but also in the record
which shall come unto the Gentiles from the Jews, which
record shall come from the Gentiles unto you.

For behold, this is written for the intent that ye may
believe that, and if ye believe that ye will believe this
also; and if ye believe this ye will know concerning your
fathers, and also the marvelous works which were
wrought by the power of God among them.

Mormon 7:8-9

Notice the singularity, the definiteness, the specificity and
the proximity. The very nature and use of the demonstrative, and
especially the word “this” in the singular form, is that it takes the
“guess” out of the conversation, as both the speaker and those
spoken to are near and intimate with the object of discussion; as
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“this apple” is the one I can see and the one you can see. This
grammatical discussion becomes very important if the “Lord had
control to the very word” that was used in the text of the Book of
Mormon.

Simple generalities, [distance in time and space might be
that generality] can and are often found with or without a “definite
article.” However, demonstratives are not used as a generality and
therefore they are not meant to be all inclusive. One example in
Mosiah is worth taking a look at.

And behold, the king of the people who are in the land of
Zarahemia is the man that is commanded to do these
things, and who has this high gift from God.

Mosiah 8:14

The direct object of the Hebrew sentence is always definite in
nature and will generally have the definite article “the” connected
to it with the object marker “et” attached in the Hebrew. The object
marker has no English translation but the definite article will
usually remain within the text. This would mean that the direct
object should have “the” connected to it. In the verse above “the
man” is the direct object of the sentence. However, closer observation
reveals the objects of discussion by the demonstratives, “these things”
we are talking about (plural, definite, and the object(s) of
discussion). To narrow it down to the most specific item, of “these
things” we read of “this high gift.” “This high gift” is the most
definite, specific and intimate object of the discussion.

Demonstratives are seen as pointing to something specific,
therefore even more definite than the article, because they point at
“the which” at the same time. For example, “the people” is definite
but “this people” is definite and specific among many. “The land” is
definite, yet general or distant, but, “this land” is specific among
[plural] lands, and intimate in relationship to the speaker and the
listener, and always at the point or place of action or speech. The
demonstrative “this” cannot be construed or even suggested as a
generality. This demonstrative linked with its noun or adjective is
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always definite, specific and must be as close to the speaker and
listener as possible to be understood correctly.

“This Land”

The further removed from the speaker in time or in space,
the more general and less definite the noun or object becomes.
Nephi first learns about a land of promise, and when the noun
“land” is the subject of discussion it may become “the land” of
promise. Also if “land” is the direct object of the sentence, in
Hebrew it will become “the land” with the definite article. An
example of separation of time and space can be seen as Nephi learns
of “a land of promise” in 1 Nephi long before he arrives there.

And inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments, ye
shall prosper, and shall be led to a /and of promise; yea,
even a /and which | have prepared for you; yea, a /and
which is choice above all other lands.

1 Nephi 2:20

Having arrived at “the land of promise” when the land
becomes the object of discussion, it becomes more definite and
specific in nature because of proximity or intimacy. In other words:
“this land is where they are at” and “this land” cannot become more
definite, or more specific and cannot become any closer to the
speaker because it is under his feet. Now, standing on the land of
promise it becomes the object of Lehi’s discussion in the first ten
verses of 2 Nephi chapter one. Because of the use of the
demonstratives, even the prophecies and promises, mentioned
below and throughout the Book of Mormon, can only be fulfilled at
the same location, (i.e. “this land”) from which the prophets speaks.
As Lehi speaks of the events that brought them to the Promised
Land he states:

. . we have obtained a /and of promise, a land which is
choice above all other lands; a land which the Lord God
hath covenanted with me should be a /fand for the
inheritance of my seed. Yea, the Lord hath covenanted
this land unto me, and to my children forever, and also
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all those who should be led out of other countries by the
hand of the Lord.

. none come into this land save they shall be brought
by the hand of the Lord.
Wherefore, this land is consecrated unto him whom he
shall bring. And if it so be that they shall serve him
according to the commandments which he hath given, /it
shall be a land of liberty unto them; wherefore, they shall
never be brought down into captivity . . .

it is wisdom that this /and should be kept as yet
from the knowledge of other nations . . .

I, Lehi, have obtained a promise, that inasmuch as
those whom the Lord God shall bring out of the land of
Jerusalem shall keep his commandments, they shall
prosper upon the face of this /and, and they shall be kept
from all other nations, that they may possess this land
unto themselves. And if it so be that they shall keep his
commandments they shall be blessed upon the face of
this land, and there shall be none to molest them, nor to
take away the land of their inheritance; and they shall
dwell safely forever.

2 Nephi 1:5-9

The same perception also appears in Jacob’s inspired words
below as it can be seen that “this land” is the land where he is
physically located. The manifestation and definition of the demon-
strative is imperative in the understanding of the passage:

But behold, this /and, said God, shall be a land of thine
inheritance, and the Gentiles shall be blessed upon the
land.
And this /and shall be a land of liberty unto the Gentiles,
and there shall be no kings upon the land, who shall raise
up unto the Gentiles.
And | will fortify ¢Ais /and against all other nations.

2 Nephi 10:10-12

The phrase “this land” in the passages above, and all others,
must be intimate to the speaker and the listener, or the prophet
writing the text. “This land” must then be definite, specific, and
under the feet of the listener to answer the question of “which
land.” The demonstrative solidifies the understanding of which
land is “this land,” the land where they are. Because of these
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demonstratives the land where they are must be the same land
where the specific prophecies and promises are to be fulfilled.

Another clear example of the use of the demonstrative “this
land” by the Lord is found in Section 101 of the Doctrine and
Covenants wherein it states, “And for this purpose have I
established the Constitution of this land, by the hands of wise men
whom I raised up unto this very purpose, and redeemed the land
by the shedding of blood. (D&C 101:80) The Lord’s use of the
phrase “this land” could only mean the United States of America in
this context, because it was the nation for which the Constitution
was established, and was the same land under the feet of the
Prophet, Joseph Smith at the time he received this revelation. The
demonstratives always answer the question of “which.”

Church Established in This Land

The Savior teaches in 3 Nephi 21 about the Gentiles that will
inhabit this land of promise. As reviewed above, Chapter Twenty
one of Third Nephi and Section 10 of the Doctrine and Covenants
have parallels that cannot be ignored. An important declaration by
the Lord to the Nephites and then to Joseph Smith is about the work
that the Gentiles will do upon this land of promise. That work is the
establishment of the Church of Jesus Christ.

3 Nephi 21 D&C: 10
22 But if they will repent and
hearken unto my words, and 53 And for this cause have |
harden not their hearts, I will sald: If this generation harad-
establish my church among en not their hearts, | will
them, and they shall come in establish my church among
unto the covenant and be them.

numbered among this the
remnant of Jacob, unto
whom | have given this land
for their inheritance;

Notice that Christ states in Third Nephi that “I will
establish my church among them” speaking of the Gentiles in this
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Promised Land. Similarly in Doctrine and Covenants 10:53 above,
the Savior reveals the same to the Prophet Joseph Smith about the
Gentiles upon the same Promised Land, saying, that “I will establish
my church among them.” This Promised Land, He reveals in the
prior verses, will be a “land of freedom” (3 Ne. 21:4, and D&C
10:51) that they might take the Gospel and His words He taught in
Third Nephi to the remnant that remain in the land which they (the
Gentiles) now possess. This is fulfilled, in part, in 1830 shortly after
the Church was organized and established by the Gentiles in the
Gentile nation that occupies the same Promised Land.

Because of specifics and generalities, the only way that the
words “this land” (the singular among the plural) found in the Book
of Mormon could be forced to mean the entire western hemisphere,
is for the Nephite writers to be intimate and familiar with the entire
extent of the land from north to south, and from east to west before
the statements were made. The use of the phrase “this land” would
indicate that there were other lands that were not part of “this land”
indicating within the text, a non-hemispherical setting. The phrase
“this land” can only be defined as singular within “lands” around
the speaker to even warrant the need of the demonstrative. If the
discussion was meant to include all the lands within the hemisphere
that are connected at the point or place of discussion, the text would
not require the demonstrative “this” but only the definite article.
One would not say “this chair” in a room full of chairs to mean all
chairs. Nor would one say “this land” in a hemisphere of many
lands.

The words “this land” is definite and specific because it
cannot be confused with any other land or lands, because of its
understood proximity to the speaker, as it cannot get any nearer,
and must be the very land upon which they stand, speak, and live.
An example of this concept is clearly visible in the Book of Mosiah
as Limhi speaks to Ammon and his brethren stating: “I am Limbhi,
the son of Noah, who was the son of Zeniff, who came up out of the
land of Zarahemla to inherit this land, which was the land of their
fathers, who was made a king by the voice of the people” (Mosiah
7:9). In this example the use of this demonstrative phrase “this
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land” can only mean “where they are at” and cannot to be confused
with any other part of the lands that might be near.

The quote above by Royal Skousen stated that “the
occurrence of non-English Hebraisms . . . strongly suggests that the
text was tightly controlled, down to the “level of the word at least”
believing this should then inform the reader that even the use of the
“demonstratives” indicating “singular and plural” as well as “near
or remote” is inspired and controlled by divine intervention. The
use of the demonstrative paradigm and the Hebrew “zeh” can easily
be found in almost any Hebrew Grammar. Suffice it to say, the
demonstratives used in Classical Hebrew are without question
evident in Book of Mormon passages. This important grammatical
and “inspired” use of the demonstrative often seems to be ignored
within the Book of Mormon text, or redefined and forced to fit
generalities that are not intended by the author/translator; ancient,
modern or divine.

The scriptures themselves are the best commentary on the
scriptures. The Book of Mormon loudly declares a geographical
setting when viewed in context with the Doctrine and Covenants, as
will be demonstrated. The witness of the Standard Works and the
words of the prophet translator, Joseph Smith, will provide insights
into the geography of the Book of Mormon that have too often been
purposefully neglected for the sake of supporting a particular
theory, often based on consensus and/or monumental ruins. As
noted above, the scriptures are the standard, the Iron Rod to which
all must hold fast.
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